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Fbrtu/z‘ous gedo %raphy, /chal e e - / walte rf;gzj.: cgf??crere elevator complexes
ingenuity, and American business acurmen ~ . cor Ve
were to combine to assure Buffalo a pivotal i ( culminated in the provision of 60m bushels
role in the forwarding of grain to national | < peak port storage capacily by 1943,
and international markets. Afteme - \ o p e R T NS TR - By 1924, Buffalo could claim to lead the
of the Erie Canal in 1825, transshipment of <& | G s = Y rid I the vellme of arein hancisd:
grain between Great Lakes vessels and - 78 e . Whi e e oger B0 00,0
0 Ca/jr/e(s/ Stg’u,age%tthe' city'sdgro gl \Zuseve/s in1 CJZZC;C4§% being tra??:ﬁ%fe,rred
n rt. Storing an :
zz:d%vaé%;;g: voli%es of bu?k grain to rail, 21% to the Welland Canal, 14% to ®
required significant innovations in structural the Barge Canal, Wh//@ 1 7% was retained S
enginieering and materials handling. to supply the growing milling trade. : g
EY However by the 1930s Buffald's strategic u_‘t’j
 Prior to 1842 all transshipment was manual. - Q position in the grain trade began to falter
_ In that year Buffalo merchant Joseph Dart 1. Connecting ~ as U.S. and Canadian grain began to | z
| built the world’s 1st grain transrer elevator. ‘ Terminal Elevator \ - bypass the port’s transfer elevators., o g
Dart's Sz‘eam—powefed wooder elevator, 2 General Mills Elevator Traffic was diverted to Pacific Coast |
with innovative "marine leg," established | (Frontier, Washburn-Crosby) Ports, the improved Welland Canal, the S
enduring principles of grain handling on the 3 Kello Elevator o Mississippi River, and the St. Lawrence m
Buffalo waterfront where subsequent 4’ My tug/g Elevator \ Seaway. During the 1960s & 1970s many 2
evolution refined the versatility, speed and ~ (Great Northern) of Buffalo's elevators closed; however as
safety of hanaling. By 1894, at the time of 5. Agway Elevator the Nation's largest flour milling center,
construction of Buffalo's largest wooden ' Mgh a)7 gL - 17.5m bushels of elevator capacity
elevator, the Eastern elevator plant was p (E /eceﬁicerli—f/e vl 2@ (annex) remains active in this trade.
capable of receiving, shipping, storing, - | »
/77/5//79 weighing agd COﬁd/’l‘/gﬂfﬂg grain at 7. American Elevator The Buffalo Grain Elevators Recording
considerable rates with many operations ~ 8 Standard Elevator Project is part of The Historic American
being carried out simultaneously. Yet within (Hecker, Nisbet) Engineering Record (HAER), a long-range
5 years, like many of its smaller prede- Q. Perot Elevator program to document historically significant
cessors, the Eastern was destroyed by fire 10 Lake & Rail Elevator engineering and industrial sites in the U.S.
- , v SRR R 11. Marine"A" Elevator EET T B00 | The National Park Service, Department of
The frequent loss of elevators to fire and 12. Superior Elevator O 200 400 600 /7]00 | %7@ /7t§r/o; @c;/z/'n/?ters éhoe HA’th‘g /:;;ocgram.
‘ h during the 13. Concrete-Central Elevator T ! 1 e Industrial Heritage Committee Inc.
?ggloisg? g?@?iﬁ%ﬁ?ge;;ieézl; J L -» \ \ | | PSRN METERS 1:9600 L | Lorraine Pierro, President, and the Historic
onstruction methods, and drive systems. Map Source: Port Facilities at Buffalo N.Y. Board of Engineers for Rivers & Harbors, Washington DC. 1971 (updated 1990) American Engineering Record, Dr. Robert J.
/C 78 flalo the Great Northern & Electric | I | Kapsch, Chief HABS/HAER, co-sponsored
o ' 2Ctri \ C | T the Buffalo Grain Elevators Project, with the
Elevators pioneered the use of electric FORT 237,326,986 BUSHELS HANDLED ®PRINCE RUPERT '~ / a2
drive, and employed novel steel storage WILLIAM opgl AT BUFFALO , ~ co-operation o e Pillsbury Comparty
ns i | "fi ’ T \ “’ % Mark Norton, plant manager, Walter Dutka 2
_ bins in pursuit of the "fireproof e/evazfqﬁ ~ T Y | Pniihbaghs 3 A aras m)/'z‘h o ) 3
Both steel and tile proved to be transitional . MONTR n . Mechanic rgineer, //—/ %
rmaterials, soon to be superseded by 3 4 Nr” A PACIFIC COAST assistance oOf Herry Baxter, Henry _
. reinforced corncrete bins.- Pioneered in DULUTH >~ PORTS Wollenberg, and Jerry Malloy. 3
Europe in the 1890s,techniques in coricrete L B IMPROVED WELL- 3
bin cgnstruct/on We/)'e reﬁngd in America \ AND CANAL 1933 The field tearm was under the direction of g
after the turn of the century. Armerican AN | C. MISSISSIPPI Eric DelLony, Chief and Principal Architect, 2
innovations in slip-forming construction ___*:\ r RIVER 7938 HAER, and the project management of g |
methods permitted rapid and economic g - D g; :@:}’55’;’;5 Robbyn Jackson, Architect, HAER; and | 8
erection of tall cylindrical bins in long A — , | 5 consisted of: Cralg Strong, Supervising T o i
interlocking rows. Within 2 years of the ) o (S More | TO \'\\\_\ 3 ORLEANS Architect; Todd Croteau, Christopher Payne, ™ g
< construyction of the first-slip forrmed elevator, g’*/CH’CAGO{ E & PHILADELPHIA NEW YORKEZZ"" : “ | ) > = Patr/b/a./ﬁ’ezsz,' arch/tccts; Thomas Leary, g‘, s
5“';’;671’3’7;7" aj'OPfed "‘hg C"’;S” “]ff;"j]g . / 'MOVEMENT OF GRAIN 1924 ' B LOSS OF TRANSHIPMENT TRADE ?/L{p;é‘v;;mghgfstozf% ig/@g Hf:/{;ﬁ fo%; o8 C
metnoag; tie Almerican Elevator O —_ - — ‘ 'zabe es, his . __ AR
displayed a form of industrial architecture ‘Map source: U.S. Army & Shipping Board, Transportation Map source: Hammond World Atias Photography was done by Jet Lowe, HAER §
that came to characterize the Buffalo on the Great lLakes 1926. | | | photographer. ~ g o
\ | ‘ E
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